Nearby
The name of the village derives from a monastery
built at the end of the 15 th century in honour
of Saint-Dalmas, the Christian martyr who
evangelised the valley in the 3rd century. The
original hamlet gradually expanded in the 19th
century, when houses were built first for the miners and employees
of the Vallauria zinc treatment plant and later for the workers of the
hydroelectric plants.

 Tende Pass

The pass has been known since the protohistoric
period. Roman votive deposit were found during
excavations. Its location, at the highest point of
the « Real Strada », the Royal Road, allowed
muleteers from Tende to prosper as they offered
their transportation services to merchants. At
the end of the 19th century, the ridge was extensively fortified by the
Italians. The Central Fort, the major building of the defensive system,
was flanked by five half-buried forts. Between the two World Wars the
fortification was completed with underground bunkers, in compliance
with the Alpine Wall defensive system, « Vallo Alpino ».

 Castérino

The Valley was originally used by shepherds who
built seasonal dwellings and started growing
cereals, such as rye. At the end of the 19th century,
a few holiday homes were built, especially by the
explorers of the Merveilles and Fontanalbe Valleys.
Today, the hamlet is a cross-country skiing family resort and, in the
summer, the starting point for numerous walks in the Mercantour
National Park.

 Granile

The Roya-Bévéra Valleys
The historical origin of Granile is unknown. The
hamlet is a cluster of homogeneous houses with
traditional wooden balconies. In Sainte-Anne’s
Church there are trompe l’oeil paintings from the
end of the 19th century.

We invite you to visit
 Musée départemental des Merveilles
Avenue du 16 septembre 1947
 04 93 04 32 50
www.museedesmerveilles.com
 Maison du Parc National / Office de Tourisme
103 Avenue du 16 septembre 1947
 04 93 04 73 71
www.mercantour.eu
www.tendemerveilles.com
 Musée de l’Abeille
7 Place du Lieutenant Kalc
 04 93 04 76 22
www.tendemerveilles.com

 Merveilles and Fontanalbe Valleys

As early as the Neolithic Age, valley settlers started
engraving slabs of stone, « ciappe », along the
mountainside in front of Mount Bego.
The site is the largest historic monument in France.

belong to Towns and Countries of Art and History, a national network of the French Ministry of
Culture and Communications

Nearby towns and regions

Arles, Briançon, Fréjus, Grasse, Hyères, Martigues, Menton,
Carpentras et le Comtat Venaissin, la Provence Verte et le
Pays Serre-Ponçon Ubaye Durance are all labelled Villes et
Pays d’art et d’histoire.

d’histoire

ADTRB-Pôle Culture 3e pavillon des Ecoles
Bd Jules Ferry 06 380 SOSPEL  04 93 04 22 20

contact@vpah-royabevera.com | www.vpah-royabevera.com

Information in Tende
Tourist Office
103 Avenue du 16 septembre 1947, 06430 Tende
www.tendemerveilles.com |  04 93 04 73 71
 From Nice on the RD 2204, to the Col de Braus and the
Col de Brouis. Approximately 1 h 30 minutes
 From Menton on the RD 2566 to the Col de Castillon
and the Col de Brouis.Approximately 1 h 10 minutes
 From Ventimiglia (Italie)
Approximately 45 minutes.

 On the Nice-Vintimille-Cuneo line, Tende station

 Musées (collections) d’Art Populaire
For information :
 04 93 04 73 71
www.tendemerveilles.com

Theatrum Sabaudiae 1682, Tenda

 The 905 line Menton - Tende

 photos : ADTRB, Archives départementales D06, musée départemental des Merveilles, R. Masséglia, C. Tosello / OT Tende

 Saint-Dalmas-de-Tende

A little history…
This region was originally inhabited by Ligurian tribes, who
were romanised by Augustus in the 1st century BC. The county of
Tende was created after the disaggregation of the county of Ventimiglia in the 10th century. The marriage in 1261 of Guglielmo
Pietro, Count of Vintimille and Tende, with Eudoxia Laskaris,
daughter of the Byzantine Emperor Theodore II, ensured centuries of power to the ruling family. In 1581, Henriette of SavoieVillars, the last descendant, relinquished the county to the duke
of Savoy.
The Lascaris, Counts of Tende, prospered and remained autonomous mainly due to the Col de Tende, the ancient pass between
the Mediterranean and Piedmont, and the taxes they could
impose, including the « salt tax » and the « right of way » tax.
In 1860, some territories of the Kingdom of Sardinia-Piedmont
– the Lower Roya Valley, for example - were annexed to France.
Tende, instead, became part of the Kingdom of Italy and was
Italian until 1947, when, after a referendum, it was incorporated
into France with the rest of the Upper Roya Valley.

Let 's discover

Tende

…and urban planning.
The location of the first dwelling of the village of Tende is
unknown, but since the Middle
Ages, the town has developed
on the south-facing slope of
the mountain, overlooking the
Roya river.
Today the town retains its original medieval structure: the
main streets run parallel to the
slope, and the carugi (narrow
alleyways that are sometimes
covered) are perpendicular to
the slope. The town used to

be surrounded by walls which
had a series of access gates.
In the 17 th century, with the
development of the «Real
Strada» (the Royal Road)
under the Duke Charles-Emmanuel of Savoy, the town
extended its boundaries outside of the medieval rampart.
The height of the buildings
changed over time, particularly between the 16th and the
beginning of the 17th century.

Villes et Pays d’art et d’histoire
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Town Hall Square

3

Chianea House

From the centre of the Square, you can
see Saint-Sauveur chapel on the cliff (13th
century). Inside the chapel are vestiges of
medieval murals. Saint-Michael’s church
was originally an oratory dedicated to the
Virgin Mary. In 1635 it became a convent and
a hospice and was owned by the Capuchin
Friars and during World War II it was partly
destroyed. The Villa Alpina, built in 1893
for Fritz Mader, a German archaeologist who was passionate about rock
engravings, became the town hall in the 1930s. On the opposite side of the
square is a War Memorial built in 1926, a reminder that Tende was Italian
until 1947.

At 1, rue de France, is one of the first
houses built outside the city walls by
the Chianea family around 1620. With
its imposing structure, it embodies
all the characteristics of a palace. The
entrance is surmounted by a lintel
made with the typical green stone of
Tende; the engraving is the Chianea
family coat of arms. The palace hosted
Pope Pius VII during his stay in Tende,
at the beginning of the 19th century.

This gate, with its characteristic pointed
arch, is one of the main entryways to the
medieval village and it was used by muleteers
and merchants who travelled to Piedmont.
The chapel of the Annunciation, built against
the ancient ramparts, now belongs to the
White Penitents chapter.
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Plan de Tende
14

u
ce d n
Pla atelai
Ch
Rue B
e Las
éatric

6

N

11

caris

12

8

a
Cott Rue des dispa
rus en Russie

Rue Béatrice Lascaris

ce
Fran

10

4

Boin

Rue Carabalona

3

Mairie

1
2

le Gastaud

Rue Jea

Avenue M
ar

n Méde

ius Barucc

hi

Mais

on d

Médiathèque

rge

Sao

L’Ai
45 mngle
A/R

e
Avenu

du 16

mbre

septe

1947

Col de

Gare SNCF

Avenue Aimab

Rue général Doyen

Rue

e
Rue d

9

Ru

s

erveille

des M

13

pit
e du Ca

5

7

Musée

ubert
aine A

um

iel

La R

OYA

cin

Gate of Italy and the Chapel

Tende

Rue de France

The current Rue de France follows the layout
of the medieval high street. It became a
one-way street (from north to south) in the
17th century to deal with the rising number
of muleteers and merchants travelling on
the « Real Strada ». Above doorways along
the road you can still see the traditional
lintels with engravings of mottos or coats of
arms. On the right, several alleyways going
uphill bear the name of Beatrice Lascaris,
who lived in the 14th century and whose tragic destiny was narrated in an
opera by Vincezo Bellini (1833).

5

Traou Square (Guido)
It is on this square or ciassa, adjacent to
the Court House, that the Counts of Tende
dispensed justice. The lintel, in green stone of
Tende, dates back to 1510 and refers to the
wedding between Anne Lascaris and René
The Bastard of Savoy which took place in
1501.
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Bridge Square (Section TB)

The ancient « Ponte » Square, built on the
Riou creek, was the market square and used to
be surrounded by archways built underneath
the houses. The area around the fountain
was destroyed by bombs during World War
II. At the corner of the rue de France and the
square, stands the Lascaris palace which was
built in the Renaissance. Following the street
toward the Collegiate, you enter the religious
quarters. On the curve on the right, there is a house dating back to the 13th
century: with its dimension stone façade and its pointed arches it is one of
the most ancient buildings in Tende.

7

The Collegiate church

Administered by a college of canons who lived
in the area, the church, a truly Renaissance
building, with Roman order columns, was
restored by initiative of Onorato Lascaris
in the early 16th century. The monumental
portal in green stone was completed on 15
May 1562 and signed by sculptors by the
name of Vafences. The frieze on the lintel
portrays the 12 apostles surrounding Christ,
while the tympanum portrays kneeling
patrons waiting for the assumption of the Virgin Mary.
Inside, the architecture reflects the period it was built, with columns and
capitals supporting the ribbed vaults. At the back of the facade there is an
organ manufactured by the Serrassis, Italian organ builders. The original
casing dates back to 1673, while the organ was built at the end of the 19th
century. The side altars are adorned with 17th and 18th century altarpieces
belonging to confraternities or brotherhoods, such as the confraternity
of Saint-Eloi, patron saint of muleteers. In the chapel on the left of the
choir are the gates of the tomb containing the remains of members of the
Lascaris family. The church is noteworthy because of the variety of artistic
elements from different periods in history.

Wandering through Tende...
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Chapel of the White Penitents
The original oratory contains paintings from
the 15th century. The chapel, built in the 17th
century, has a rich baroque décor; the altarpiece representing the Ascension of the Virgin Mary is surrounded by helicoidal columns
and remarkable processional furnishings.
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Chapel of the Black Penitents
Consecrated in 1675 and dedicated to the
decapitation of Saint John the Baptist the
Merciful, the chapel has an organ made by
the Italian organ builder F. Valoncini and a
few paintings and processional furnishings.
The steeples from the White and Black Penitens chapels are surmounted by an onion
dome covered in varnished tiles.

10 Antoine Balarello square
This old city gate was most probably
protected by a tower, as the curvature of
the wall indicates. The medieval enclosure
gradually lost its protective function and was
systematically urbanized.

11 Military Kitchen
At the end of the 19th century the Italian army
set up a series of infrastructures in the Upper
Roya Valley such as barracks and kitchens.
This insignia – two cross cannons under a
flaming grenade – indicates that the presence
of the 35th Artillery Border Guard of the Italian
Mountain Infantry Corps, the « Alpini ».

12 The Ancient Lascaris Castle
The castle of the Lascaris was probably built
at this location in the 14th century. The only
remaining part of the building is a section of
the donjon, the inner tower. The castle was
destroyed by the troops of King Louis XIV
in 1692 after the failed assault on Cuneo. In
the 19th century, the ancient courtyard and
the outbuildings became the town cemetery.
Clarence Bicknell, one of the discoverers of
the Vallée des Merveille petrogryphs, is buried here.

13 Merveilles Museum
The modern façade of this departmental
museum, with drawings of rock engravings,
was designed by the French architect Le
Gouvernec (1996). The museum offers an
overview of the geology and socioeconomic
practices of the region from the Neolithic
era to our time, through rich archaeological
collections, dioramas and multimedia
tutorials.

14 Saint-Sauveur Chapel
access on foot: 2 h elevation gain 300 m
This chapel overlooking the town may have
been built in 13th century next to a primitive
castle. The interior murals (remains), among
the oldest in the valley, date back to the
beginning of the 14th century.
The structure was restored in the 1980s.

« The mystery of your monuments remains intact » letter from Emile Cartailhac to Clarence Bicknell, 1908

